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was not the complete disillusionment suffered by those of his
countrymen who had praised Europe from afar.
In the North a number of War Lords struggled for supremacy.
Some were patriots anxious to carve a pattern out of the shapeless
mass of contemporary politics, but many sought only their own
fortunes.
In the South a government, claiming to be the legal government
of the Republic of China, fared little better. Several times efforts
were made to drive northwards with the ultimate intention of defeat-
ing Peking and establishing a united government for the whole of1
China, but at other times the Canton parliament lost control of all
but the city and its immediate environs. The Cantonese were out-
wardly more concerned than the North with political theories, but
they had in their midst some who were no better than War Lords.
A large part of the vast land of China remained aloof from both
Peking and Canton.
The Southern government was formed in Canton during August
1917, with Sun at the head and a number of able men in the adminis-
tration. Lin Sea returned from his propaganda work in America
and became Deputy Speaker and, later, Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Chiang Kai-shek held an important military post and Sun Fo, with
two American university degrees to his credit, became secretary to
the Assembly. It is reported that Ah Mi, who had suffered financial
difficulties, now claimed the post of Governor of Kwangtung and
was told plainly by his young brother that he had not sufficient
ability. Poor Ah Mi! He contributed a large part of his fortune
to the cause and considered he was thereby entitled to a lucrative
appointment when his party came into power. What matter if a
governor's salary was small, had not governors from time imme-
morial known how to put that right? And to be refused by his own
brother! And with such western directness! No wonder Ah Mi was
indignant. He demanded the return of his money and after some
hot words between the brothers a cash repayment was made.
Sun's selection of officials is often criticised, Not a few turned
out badly but the task was by no means simple, for Sun tried to
stamp out corruption, which in recent years had become very preva-
lent in Chinese officialdom and his choice was restricted. Heary T.
Hodgkin, who knew both north and south China, visited Canton
four years after SUB'S first government was established and his report
is not unfavourable: